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HISTORY OF FOUNDING OF WAPPINGERS FALLS =

~__The word Wappinger seems ‘to have .come
- from tthe Indian ‘name Wapani, an Algonquin
otk ch Toamed 'the eastemn shore .of the
Hudson River until the middle of the 18th
_ce sl o T

~ The ccreek waters have long ‘been the chief
stimulus ‘to the growth of the village.

The Town of Wappinger, originally a part

of the town of Fishkill, was erected May 20,
1875 ‘and lies wholly within the Rombout
patent, granted in 1865. Territorially, it is
the smallest town in Dutchess ‘County cover-
ing 16.,025 acres, ‘but in point of ‘population
alid industrial activity it is one of the most
important, S ’

_.The principal village in the town is Wap- -
pingers Falls situated at the head of navi-

~getionon Wappinger Creek. The village lies

on both sides of the creek having been made
to include the village of Channingville by in-
corporation on September 22, 1871,
" The first projected ‘settlement was at the
h of the creek in 1659 when several persons
wished to migrate from Massachusetts.
“Access overland was difficult and permission

to the right of passage through the Hudson

was denied by Dutch authorities. The project .

was abandoned,
~In 138@1‘1}9 Daily Graphic of New York
~ stated that “the present Mesier mansion, the
county buildings at Clump’s Corers and the
flour mill were the only buildings in the place."”
- Peter Mesier, though not the first settler,
was the first of much importance and the first
whose family name has been associated with
its history to the present time. He fled from
France in 1685 to escape the tyrany and per-
secutlon of Louis XIV. He found refuge in
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RO & 8 3 2 - The Dutchess Prin‘t Work.s were es;— “
tab’hshed by James Ingham of Manche ster,

England -for’ prmung calico.’ Ihis was the
-~ first mntworks in America.-

1835 -~ The Dutchess Print Works were
bought by the Dutchess Company. i Th omas:
Garner was the principle owner.. They em-
__ployed over 1,000 persons with an average

«daﬂy«ou«tput of 25-3@ t»@ns @f calicoes az},e_l

shlrtmg S.
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‘ Sth wofwAdolpk;ﬁsu,;built S
"Red Mill"“, Output of 100 barrels of ﬂour per, -‘
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184 4 - 'l‘he I‘ranklindale Cotton Company

became the property of Messrs. Camer & Co.

The site and waterpower was first utilized by
Benjamin Clapp, who manufactured mahogany
veneering on ‘the lower floor, The second floor

was occupied by Geok & Low, makers of combs.

The upper story was utilized for drying cotton

-goods. The cotton mill operated 10,000 spindbs

and produced about 250, 000 yards of cloth per
week. This plant was destroyed by fire in 1885,
" The comb factory was later located in several
places. The last site was at the foot of Fulton
Street where a part of this factory still stands.
It is now used for apartments but is still. known

as. "“The Comb Shop". Until recent times, jet
: ed-inthe-manu-—

facturmg of the combs have been dug up by
children of the community.
1846 - The Clinton Company erected a

hundred, rented

PR

—building-on-the- stte of the “Yellow Mill" to

manufacture cotton cloth, It was destroyed

by fire in 1855 and was never rebuilt, The
name existed however in the supervision of

all the tenement Tty numbering several

y to the operators in the
'years these houses were

print works. In :l'é
sold. I
186 6 - S W Iohnson became partner with
Mr. Garner. Shortly after, Mr, Gamer died and
the estate was inherited by his son, William.
The business, under the name of Garner Company
was continued by Mr. Johnson until his death in
December 1881, The three Gamner daughters who

‘had married titles, were not interested incon-

tinuing the busmess. In 1909, theprint works
and bleachery were sold to Derring & Milliken
and became known as The Dutchess Bleachery,
They d1scont1nued printing materials but con-

tmued as a bleachery and dye ‘works., After




